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PAST PRESIDENT

DIRECTOR

David Collins

Debra Kelly

The chamber provides an opportunity for members to 

socialize, network, learn more about how to improve 

their bottom line & take an active role in lobbying all 

levels of government towards policies that improve 

business and economic conditions.  In my time as a 

member, director and president of the Peachland 

Chamber of Commerce, I had the privilege of getting to 

know many members of the Peachland business 

community, and the community at large, many of whom 

I now have the privilege of calling my friend. 

Like any networking organization, you tend to get out 

of it what you put into it.  

 I would encourage any and every business person to get involved in their local chamber of 

commerce.  The rewards and opportunities are numerous & more than justify the time invested. 

 

DAVID COLLINS | PAST PRESIDENT | COLDWELL BANKER

"Loving 'all things Peachland' is my main reason for joining 

the Peachland Chamber of Commerce two years ago.   

As a local Realtor I am excited every time I help a new 

family move to Peachland. 

 

The Chamber's main focus is to create and improve our 

economy for our business community, which I fully support. 

  

My personal goal is to help create a successful avenue that 

would generate a year round tourism experience." 

DEBRA KELLY | DIRECTOR | SAGE EXECUTIVE GROUP REAL ESTATE
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It doesn’t seem a year since our last AGM, but I guess it is! 

So much has happened in 2017 hasn’t it? 

 

Without a doubt the most significant thing that affected our 

city of Peachland and you merchants was the extraordinary rise 

in water levels of our beloved Lake Okanagan.  The folks who 

suffered most of course were citizens with lake frontage and of 

course you, our downtown merchant members. 

Who will forget the sandbagging and the herculean effort made by our district and civic staff to 

literally prevent the water from entering Beach Avenue storefronts and restaurants.   Turning 

strife into celebration brings me to the July 29th event we shared with the City of Peachland, our 

“Movie In The Park” evening, quarterbacked by Chamber director Larry Guilbault where we 

honoured our civic workers and applauded all residents for their flood efforts. A remarkable 400 

people took advantage of the barbecue, many of whom stayed on to hear the live music and 200 

plus stayed into the evening hours to watch the film “A Dog’s Purpose”. 

 

At time of writing I am proud to say we have 135 Chamber members, not bad for a town with less 

than 6,000 permanent inhabitants.  Our various “Business After Hours” events were well attended 

as they always are, but wouldn’t it be nice if at one of these we could attract over 100 Members?! 

In the ‘significant’ events department where your Chamber made a significant contribution, we 

started with the “All Candidates Forum 2017 Provincial Election” at the Community Centre April 

19th which was preceded by “Business Celebration Week Canada 150” which ran the week 

proceeding, 13th – 19th April. 

 

During our busy summer months all of you don’t need unnecessary events to worry about so other 

than our “Shop & Dine in Peachland and Win Prizes” event June 16th-29th, we geared up for an 

active Fall.  We kicked off the Fall with “Technovation” where 6 speakers from around the 

Okanagan gave the 75 attendees a real insight in how to attract young tech companies to the 

Okanagan region. A natural follow up was our “Connect Tech Seminar” on 30th October. 

 

But our November 18th “Business Excellence Awards Night” had to be the jewel in the crown.  A 

sold out event where you, Peachland Chamber members were honoured for the jobs you perform 

in our community to make Peachland one of the best places to do business in the Okanagan 

Valley!   TAKE A BOW CHAMBER MEMBERS……YOU DESERVE IT! 

D. (ROCKY) ROCKSBOROUGH-SMITH | PRESIDENT | PINEACRE ON THE LAKE B&B
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Executive Director
Patrick Van Minsel

Dear membership, 

 

I served on the board of directors for two years before taking 

up the E.D. position in May 2014. I am enjoying this 

position and help our business community whenever and 

wherever I can.  I am privileged to work with some great 

directors, staff, and members. 2017 was a keystone year for 

us; we held a total of 12 different events from April to 

November. 

The Canada Day evening concerts draw in a considerable crowd spending time and money at our local 

businesses. This event is getting bigger every year and hosting this is well worth the time and effort. 

Our Business Made Social, officially re-branded at the end of 2017, is our evening networking event 

that gives the opportunity for members and non-members to mingle and meet. 

 

A sold-out crowd enjoyed the information gathered at the Technovation event, and a result of this was a 

follow-up training session about the website and social media use. 

 

The theme of this year's awards night was "Proudly Canadian in Business" with many of the attendees 

dressing appropriately in red and white and a well-attended Christmas party social at 1st and Beach Bar 

& Grill rounded off the 2017 year. 

 

We represent our membership on multiple committees, the Peachland Economic Development 

Committee, the Peachland Tourism Promotion Committee and the Central Okanagan Economic 

Development Committee to name a few.  We attend regular meetings with other local chambers to join 

forces to put forth policies to help the Okanagan region and don't forget, we are the hosts of the 

Peachland Visitor Centre, a principal advocate for local businesses and tourism. 

 

I am looking forward to 2018 and another year of working together with our directors, excellent staff, 

members and volunteers. 

 

PATRICK VAN MINSEL | C.A.O. | PEACHLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jennifer Clute

To our valued members, 

 

Since joining the Peachland Chamber of Commerce team a 

year ago, I have been proud to witness how meaningful our 

work is as a chamber. 

 

From fostering B2B connectivity through our networking 

events to fulfilling our mission to support our members by 

cultivating an environment where their businesses thrive, 

I've seen first-hand, the dedication and passion put forth by 

our Board of Directors and staff.

In addition to hosting our signature events - the Canada Day concerts & Business Excellence Awards, 

2017 was full of other significant events from April to November. 

 

We recognized Business Celebration Week in April, hosted the All Candidates Forum for the 2017 

Election, co-hosted the Valley Wide Business Expo in May, co-hosted the Shop & Dine in Peachland 

event in June, co-hosted the Technovation event in September, hosted the Connect Tech seminar in 

October and hosted numerous Business After Hours networking events. 

 

Along with hosting events and promoting our business community, the Peachland Chamber of 

Commerce represents the voice of our membership by serving on multiple committees and attending 

regular meetings with other Okanagan chambers.  Those meetings are utilized for brainstorming 

sessions, discussing policy changes and discussing what's on BC's mind.  The chamber does all of this 

because our membership, you; are the people who power BC. 

 

The knowledge and experience I have gained by working with the staff and Board of Directors of the 

Peachland Chamber of Commerce is immeasurable.  I could not be more proud to be a part of a team 

that works so hard on its membership's behalf and I am truly thankful to be able to work at a job that I 

love. 

 

I have had the great honour and privilege to meet and work alongside many members of our incredible 

business community and I look forward to continued growth for the chamber and The District of 

Peachland in the years to come.  

 

JENNIFER CLUTE | OFFICE ASSISTANT | PEACHLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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ABOUT YOUR CHAMBER
We are proud to have a membership of 135 businesses and we strive to improve 

economic prosperity in Peachland through connectivity, education, and advocacy 

for our membership. 

   

We aim to connect with our members to promote and support their businesses, 

working in their best interest on municipal, provincial and federal levels. 

"I am excited to have become a member of the Peachland 

Chamber of Commerce after having attended the March 

Business Made Social. I was so warmly welcomed by the team as 

they showed a genuine interest in not only my business but in me 

personally. In addition to working on growing my professional 

organizing business, I am looking forward to attending many 

more of their events so I can meet and connect with others in the 

community!" - Meghan Carr | Professional Home Organizer  

Get Organized with Meg | www.getorganizedwithmeg.com 

Business After Hours 2017, Silver Lake Camp
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THE CHAMBER WORKS FOR YOU
The Peachland Chamber of Commerce is ready to work for you and start promoting 

your business through our network of Chamber members and beyond.  We’re all 

about supporting local businesses, fostering connectivity, and encouraging B2B 

referrals. 

 

We offer a diverse set of member services including social media marketing, free 

racking, networking opportunities and conference facilities.  We also save you 

money!  Take advantage of your member benefits with discounts from Staples, BC 

Chamber of Commerce, Shell & more.    

 

In addition to providing our members with a variety of benefits and services, 

hosting events and promoting our business community, the Peachland Chamber of 

Commerce represents the voice of our membership by serving on multiple 

committees and attending regular meetings with other Okanagan chambers.  

Annual General Meeting 2017

Chamber of Commerce Group Insurance Plan
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OUR MEMBERSHIP SECTORS
Our chamber represents several different sectors within the business community. 

This will be updated to reflect the 2018 membership.



2017 Events

The Peachland Chamber of Commerce 
hosted or co-hosted several events 

throughout the 2017 season. 
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ALL CANDIDATES FORUM
The Peachland Chamber of Commerce once again hosted the All Candidates Forum 

for the May 2017 BC provincial election. 

 

Incumbent Dan Ashton, Liberal MLA and challengers Tarik Sayeed, NDP 

party and Connie Sahlmark, Green party candidates squared off to answer your 

questions on April 19th.  Respectful questions from the public were submitted on 

important topics of interest.  There were many interesting issues and topics for the 

candidates to address such as housing affordability, corporate donation rules, rising 

electricity rates, rising ICBC rates, the bypass vs four lane study and carbon taxes 

vs climate change.

Dan Ashton & Tarik Sayeed
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SHOP & DINE IN PEACHLAND
In 2017, we faced historic flooding that damaged properties and displaced hundreds 

of residents throughout numerous communities in the BC interior.  While the 

flooding had an adverse impact on many residents and businesses, the media also 

played a huge role in illustrating the Okanagan as 'closed for business' or 'under 

water'.  The negative media attention greatly affected business in Peachland as the 

visitor centre and chamber office fielded phone calls from tourists who were 

questioning the safety of the area. 

 

The Peachland Chamber of Commerce co-hosted this event to encourage residents 

& visitors to support & shop local. This poster was circulated locally and 

regionally to advise potential visitors to the District that we were OPEN FOR 

BUSINESS.  Those who shopped locally and produced a receipt, were entered into 

a draw to win one of four fabulous prizes.

VALLEYWIDE BUSINESS EXPO
The 2017 Valleywide Business Expo was hosted at Predator Ridge Resort in 

Vernon for one of the best networking opportunities of the year. Over 75 vendors 

and 400 people attended the event.  The Peachland Chamber of Commerce co- 

hosted this event with the other valley chambers. 
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CANADA 150 
CANADA DAY 

CONCERTS
The Peachland Chamber of 

Commerce hosts its annual 

Canada Day concerts on July 1st.  

This year, the concerts were an 

exceptional draw for locals and 

visitors celebrating Canada 150. 

 

We had six musical acts, kid & 

family fun events, 

food and drinks and our 

exceptional fireworks show for 

thousands of visitors.

Our 2017 Business After Hours has been a very popular and well attended 

networking event for the local business community.  These events allow chamber 

members and their guests the opportunity to socialize, meet potential customers and 

mingle with their fellow business community peers. 

 

Our goal is to encourage B2B referrals and foster connectivity.

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

Holiday Business After Hours, 2017 VantageOne Business After Hours/Nomination Reception
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE
We are proud to host and celebrate excellence in our business community with our 

annual awards ceremony.  

 

Congratulations to all the finalists and winners in 2017 and a special thank you to 

our sponsors who make this celebration possible.

Business Person of the Year 

Shayn Moritz 

Business of the Year 

Lakeside AutoCare (Frank & Laurie) 

Staff Member of the Year 

Lisa Allin (Bliss Bakery) 

Jackie Marshall (Beach Ave. Cafe) 

Trades/Construction Sector Excellence 

Willie's Painting 

Restaurant/Food Services Sector Excellence 

Dragon Lotus Restaurant 

Retail/Service Sector Excellence 

The Lanai Ladies Boutique 

Tourism/Hospitality Sector Excellence 

Bat Education & Ecological Protection Society  

Excellence in Customer Service 

Peachland Pharmacy 

Community Booster 

Peachland Wellness Centre 

A Rising Star 

Okanagan Pharmacy Remedy RX 

Outstanding Leadership Award 

David Collins (Past President Peachland 

Chamber of Commerce)  

Business Excellence Awards 2017

Business of the Year Award, 2017

Community Booster Award, 2017
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SPEAKER SERIES
Peachland underwent a "Technovation".  This was a successful "TED Talk" style 

evening filled with tech-talent, experience and ideas. 

   

Tech-industry pioneers from across the Okanagan, together with local economic 

development organizations, shared with the town’s business community their 

success in attracting young tech companies to the region.
 

The round-table discussion gave the inside scoop on technology companies, 

economic growth and how to create sustainable tech jobs. They also put forward 

solutions on how to increase Peachland’s tax-base and stimulate year-round 

business downtown. 

 

The event was a great opportunity for local business people and residents to mingle 

with successful tech entrepreneurs who built their brand in the Okanagan.  

Technovation Peachland Round Table, 2017
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SPEAKER SERIES Pt. 2
Connect Tech was a 2-hour seminar led by Jennifer Clute and Travis Oleniak that 

gave the inside scoop on building your online presence, the importance of social 

media marketing, managing your social media accounts and sponsoring social 

media ads.  

 

It also touched on the importance of website optimization, google searches, online 

stores, use of Square, search engine optimization and more. 

 

The event was a great opportunity for small local businesses and residents to obtain 

some basic tools for social media and website optimization. 

 

 

Connect Tech - Maximize Your Online Presence, 2017

Travis Oleniak | Director of Public Image | 

 Oleniak Photo Video & Design

Jennifer Clute | Office Assistant | 

Peachland Chamber of Commerce
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The Peachland Chamber of Commerce  
Board of Directors & Staff 
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COMMUNITY TEAM WORK 
2017 - 2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Our Board of Directors consists of local business people that eagerly represent the 

interests of the local business community.  

 

From L-R:  

Joey Byatt - Manager of Tourism Services, Peachland Visitor Centre 

Catherine Gnuis - Secretary, Peachland Lakeside Chiropractic & Massage Therapy 

Rocky Rocksborough-Smith - President, Pineacre on the Lake B&B 

Travis Oleniak - Director of Public Image, Oleniak Photo Video & Design 

David Collins - Past President, Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Debra Kelly - Director, Sage Executive Group Real Estate 

Murray Wood - Treasurer, Peachland Eagles Nest B&B  

Julia Debolt - Director, Cecile Guilbault Real Estate Group 

Larry Guilbault - Vice President, Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Patrick Van Minsel - Executive Director, Peachland Chamber of Commerce 

2017-2018 Board of Directors & Staff

Absent: Emma Oliver - Director, Silver Lake 

Camp & Alpine Consultants
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The Peachland Chamber of Commerce  
& Peachland Visitor Centre Finances
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The Peachland Chamber of Commerce  
Final Thoughts



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 2018
This year we have streamlined our sponsorship selections in one concise flat sheet.  

Businesses and organizations can choose their sponsorship levels for each 

event and will be invoiced one month prior to each event.
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DID YOU KNOW?...
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When you become a member of the Peachland Chamber of Commerce, you 

automatically become a member of the BC Chamber of Commerce and the 

Canadian Chamber of Commerce?

The Schapiro Group (based in Atlanta, Georgia) completed a research study on the 

real value of joining a local chamber of commerce.  While all their findings were 

interesting, there were a few facts that stood out. 

 

Joining a local chamber is an effective way to convey to consumers that a company 

uses good business practices, is involved in the community, cares about customers, 

and is reputable.  The percentages in Table 1 show just how effective of a business 

strategy being active in a local chamber really is. For example, consumers 

say that being active in the local chamber is 29% more effective for communicating 

that a company uses good business practices than it is for making a general 

statement about the company. 



DID YOU KNOW?...
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The Peachland Chamber of Commerce offers conference facilities to chamber 

members for a reasonable rate of $25 per hour.  You can submit a rental request 

through the chamber's website www.peachlandchamber.com

Your membership with the Peachland Chamber of Commerce comes with a diverse 

selection of benefits & services that SAVE YOUR BUSINESS MONEY.  

We have partnerships with Staples, BC Chamber of Commerce, ESSO, Shell, 

Absolute Energy & more. 

 

We also provide FREE racking services for chamber members in the Peachland 

Visitor Centre. Word of mouth and referrals are an important element of marketing 

and our specially trained staff members and volunteers are ready to talk you up!  

Help us help you by bringing in your promotional literature & tell us what's new 

with us! 

 

We also love being social & connecting with our membership online.  We offer 

FREE social media marketing, exclusive e-blasts & newsletter promotions.  We 

have over 500 followers on Facebook and our newsletters and e-blasts are sent to 

our entire membership - it's an excellent way for B2B promotion! 

 

Please take full advantage of the benefits and services that are offered to you 

through your chamber membership.  If you have any questions about your benefits 

and services, please contact us and we will be happy to sit down with you and get 

you set up.

Business Made Social in Chamber Conference Room, 2018
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The Peachland Chamber of Commerce  
Membership



1st & Beach Bar and Grill 

Accent Bookkeeping 

Ace Hardware - Joward Holdings 

Ad Lib Art Gallery 

Ashton, Dan 

Aspen Lands Advisory Ltd. 

At The Top Of The Hill B&B 

BEEPS 

Beach Avenue Cafe 

Beach Avenue Hair Studio 

Backdoor Winery 

Badge Maker's & Kelowna Engravers 

BC Brandbuilders (Peachland Taxi) 

Blathanna B&B 

Bliss Bakery & Bistro 

Bosley's by Pet Valu Peachland 

Boys & Girls Club Peachland 

Brost Ventures (Ship's Ahoy) 

Cecile Guilbault Group 

Chico's Paradise 

City Furniture 

COEDC 

Coldwell Banker - David Collins 

Coldwell Banker - Larry Guilbault 

Coldwell Banker - Shirley Geiger 

Community Futures Central Okanagan 

Del Oro Towing 

District of Peachland 

DJ Plumbing & Heating 

Dogwood Nursery 

Dragon Lotus Restaurant 

Dynamic Accounting 

Edward Jones 

Edgewater Pub & Grill 

Effective Printing 

Gasthaus on the Lake 

Get Organized with Meg 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

Hainle Vineyards Estate Winery 

Headwaters Family Camp 

Heartstone B&B 

Heaven's Gate Winery 

Holiday Inn Westbank 

IGA PeachlandInfo Tel 

Innov8ds 

Inter-Valley Electric 

James Legal 

Johnston Bentley Memorial Aquatic 

Centre 

Johnston Meier Insurance 

Kalala Estate Winery 

Karen's Place Hair & Body Works 

Kelowna International Airport 

King, Pool & Spa West Kelowna 

KRB Construction and Home Services 

Lakeside Autocare 

Little J'z Gardening 

Little Straw Vineyards 

Mario's Towing 

Marty Edwards & The Revival 

MB Rental Properties 

Morpheus Graphix 

Morrison Ridge Properties 

New Town 

Nexgen Hearing 

North Country Appraisals 

Notary Public - Odina Skovgaard 

Okanagan Town Crier 

Okanagan ATV Tours 

Okanagan College 

Okanagan Oasis B&B 

Okanagan Pharmacy Remedy RX 

Panoramic View Guest Suites 

Papa Thom 
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Parrot Island Sanctuary 

PDC Business & Tax Inc. 

PeachTree Village 

Peachland Ambassadors Club 

Peachland Car Society 

Peachland Collision & Glass 

Peachland Dental Centre 

Peachland Farmers & Crafters Market 

Peachland Fire & Rescue Peachland 

Lakeside Chiropractic  

Peachland Lakeside Massage Therapist 

Peachland Liquor Store 

Peachland Pharmacy Ltd. 

Peachland Riding Club 

Peachland Rotary Club 

Peachland View 

Peachland Visitor Centre 

Pen2Paper 

Pineacre on the Lake B&B 

Point Grey Holdings Ltd. - Fitzpatrick 

Winery 

Ravens View Farm 

RDCO - Economic Development 

Commission 

Restoration Station RMT 

Roof Doctor 

Sandman Penticton Hotel 

Seabuckthorn International Inc. 

Summerland Golf & Country Club 

Sunlinks.net Lifestyle Real Estate 

Sunnyside Market Peachland 

Suntita Holdings Ltd. (Sundown Self 

Storage) 

Sunoka Valley Cleaning 

Supermetalman Heating and Cooling 

Furnace Installation  

TD Benefits 

 

 

The Blind Angler Grill 

The Cove 

The Lanai Ladies Boutique 

TMG Business Services 

TNI 

Todd's RV & Camping 

The Waterfront Grill 

Thornhaven Estate Winery 

Tracey Boorman Remax 

Travis Oleniak Photo Video & Design 

Unisus International School 

Valley First Credit Union 

VantageOne Credit Union 

Welcome WagonWellness Centre 

Peachland 

West Kelowna Integrative Health 

Westside Curb Appeal 

Westside Warriors 

Willie's Painting 

WK Group LLP Chartered 

Professional Accountants (formally 

White Kennedy) 

Winelicious Tours 

Winmar Property Restoration 

Xocolicious 

Your Dollar Store with More 

Zipzone Adventure Park 
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For full membership information 
please visit our website. 

 
www.peachlandchamber.com 

 
Support. Advocate. Promote. Connect.


